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100%
Respondents were asked, “A 64 year old female patient with severe
90% pneumonia was admitted to your ICU 3 days ago and is receiving
mechanical ventilation, intravenous vasopressor infusion and antibiotics in
80% your |ICU. She has coagulopathy and mild renal dysfunction, not requiring
dialysis. Other organ function is within normal limits. Her neutrophil count
remains high, but the temperature is decreasing. You advise the family that
70% the patient has a reasonably good chance of recovery. The family
repeatedly and forcefully express that they are concerned about the
60 increasing cost (financial burden) of the patient’s stay in ICU. They insist
0 on immediate withdrawal of life-support treatment to avoid further medical
bills. Do you withdraw or withhold life support therapy?”
50% -
40% -
30% -
20% -
10% - 20.0%
00/0 B T I I T 1
2 % X > W o3 o NP
5 o @*‘ & @“Q’ & gaﬂ'” & o Q«P & q}'ﬁ’? o
o~ N .
PR & € & %@p W

Fig. 4 Proportion of respondents by country and region who would almost always or often withhold and withdraw life-sustaining treatments in
this case scenario. Blue bars refer to low-middle-income countries and regions. Green bars refer to high-income countries and regions

24

Phua J. et al. Intensive Care Med. 2016;42:1118-27
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