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PRESS RELEASE  |  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  |  18 August 2025
AGAC Hosts the 5th ASEM Forum on the Human Rights of Older Persons: Present and Future
Global gathering to examine the origins and structures of ageism and to discuss practical strategies to dismantle it


	- Date & Venue: 20 August (Wed.), 09:30–17:00, Somerset Palace Seoul in a hybrid (on-site & online) format
- To examine the origins and structures of ageism - currently at the forefront of global discourse on ageing - and to identify actionable strategies to address it
- Global gathering of key stakeholders from the UN, WHO, ASEAN, civil society, governments, and academia, united in the protection and promotion of older persons’ rights



ASEM Global Ageing Center (AGAC), together with the National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK) and the Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Korea, is hosting the 5th ASEM Forum on the Human Rights of Older Persons under the theme of “Unmasking Ageism: Cultural Realities, Systemic Barriers, and the Case for Change.” AGAC is an international institution dedicated to addressing issues related to the human rights of older persons in ASEM partners and protecting and promoting their human rights. 
Since 2021, the forum has been held annually in Seoul, featuring a diverse array of experts and stakeholders from governments, academia, civil society, and more. It has served as a crucial platform for discussing issues surrounding the human rights of older people in ASEM partners and exploring measures to resolve them.
Over the past four years, the forum has tackled diverse and timely issues such as the protection of the human rights of older persons in emergency situations (2021), the human rights and mental-emotional health of older persons (2022), ageing in place (2023), and civil society and the human rights of older persons in Southeast Asia (2024). 
This year, the forum shines a spotlight on ageism - a fundamental challenge within the broader discourse on older persons’ rights. It will convene experts and key stakeholders from policymaking, academia, and civil society to explore how ageism plays out in cultural and institutional environments and to share effective, actionable solutions.

	· First coined in 1969 by Robert Butler, a pioneering gerontologist, the term ageism describes society’s tendency to marginalize the needs and contributions of older persons through negative attitudes and stereotypes about ageing, as well as through policies, environments, and systems that privilege youth as the norm. Since its introduction, a substantial body of evidence has shown that age-based discrimination and stereotypes undermine the health and well-being of older persons. In the 21st century, a shift has been underway to reframe ageing, driven by coordinated civil society campaigns that explicitly identify the fight against ageism as a central objective. This momentum has prompted institutions such as the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations to formally recognize ageism as a human rights issue. Today, tackling ageism has become a core priority in advancing the protection and promotion of the human rights of older persons.



In an era defined by population ageing, addressing age-based discrimination can no longer be treated as a marginal concern. Recognizing its profound impact, the UN and the WHO have officially identified ageism as a serious human rights violation and a barrier to sustainable development, underscoring the need to raise awareness and drive paradigm shifts in policymaking worldwide. Reframing ageing and dismantling ageism is an imperative of our time, as we face the prospect of a world where older persons will soon comprise a quarter of the global population. Responding to this growing urgency, AGAC is launching this year’s ASEM Forum to help chart a path toward an age-inclusive, rights-promoting society.
The forum will feature three sessions: (1) Understanding Ageism across Cultures: Historical, Normative, and Rights-based Perspectives, (2) Evidence-based Approach to Ageism: Global Evidence and Sectoral Realities in Health Care and Employment, (3) From Awareness to Action: Strategies for Combatting Ageism.
Regional cases and perspectives from both Asia and Europe will be exchanged, with key highlights including:
· Introduction of the WHO’s newly developed Ageism Scale as a measurement tool
· Discussion of structural ageism’s impact in health care and employment sectors
· Multi-level strategies such as intergenerational solidarity, public education campaigns, and institutional reforms for building an age-inclusive society
Dr. HyeKyung Lee, Executive Director of AGAC, remarked: “Ageism is not just a personal attitude - it is a structural issue that is deeply normalized in our institutions and cultures. It limits opportunities, undermines older persons’ quality of life, and entrenches social inequality. Addressing it requires urgent action and a shift toward rights-based approaches.” She continued: “Tackling ageism across Asia, a region experiencing rapid population ageing, requires strategies attuned to its diverse historical and cultural contexts. This forum can serve as a springboard for enhanced cooperation and policy exchange between Asia and Europe toward inclusive societies for all generations.”
At the opening ceremony, welcoming remarks will be delivered by Dr. HyeKyung Lee (AGAC), Mr. Chang Ho Ahn (National Human Rights Commission of Korea), and H.E. María Castillo Fernández (EU Ambassador to Korea). Congratulatory messages will follow from Mr. Hackyoung Lee (Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly), Ambassador Beata Stoczyńska (Asia-Europe Foundation), and Mr. San Lwin (Deputy Secretary-General, ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community).
The keynote address will be delivered by Dr. Claudia Mahler, UN Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons, who will highlight the urgency of addressing ageism and adopting human rights-based approaches.
Distinguished experts from international organizations, government, academia, and civil society will join this year’s Forum.
From international organizations, the speakers include Mr. Somsak Akksilp, Executive Director of the ASEAN Centre for Active Ageing and Innovation (ACAI); Dr. Kai Leichsenring, Executive Director of the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research; and Ms. Alana Officer, Unit Head for Demographic Change and Healthy Ageing at WHO.
Representing government and academia are Ms. Atnike Nova Sigiro, Commissioner of the National Human Rights Commission of Indonesia (Komnas HAM); Dr. Tengku Aizan binti Tengku Abdul Hamid, Chair and Public Interest Director of the Private Pension Administrator Malaysia and Professor at Universiti Putra Malaysia; Dr. Ju Hyun Kim, Professor of Sociology at Chungnam National University; Dr. Soo Young Lee, Collaboration Professor of Institute on Aging at Korea University; and Ms. Yookyong Park, Deputy Director of the International Human Rights Division at the National Human Rights Commission of Korea.
From civil society, participants include Ms. Silvia Perel-Levin, Vice-Chair of the NGO Committee on Ageing in Geneva; Ms. Marlane Krasovitsky, Director of EveryAGE Counts (Australia) and former Consultant to the Global Campaign to Combat Ageism at WHO; and Ms. Sylvia Szabo, Global Income Security Adviser at HelpAge International.
※ Attachment: 1 Web banner, 1 Programme











< The 5th ASEM Forum on the Human Rights of Older Persons: Present and Future>
□ Overview
· Hosts: ASEM Global Ageing Center, National Human Rights Commission of Korea, Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Korea
· Date & Time: 20 August, 2025, (Wed), 09:30–17:00
· Venue: Seminar Room(2F), Somerset Palace Seoul
· Theme: Unmasking Ageism: Cultural Realities, Systemic Barriers, and the Case for Change
· Programme 
· Opening Ceremony & Keynote Speech
· (Session 1) Understanding Ageism across Cultures: Historical, Normative, and Rights-based Perspectives
· (Session 2) Evidence-based Approach to Ageism: Global Evidence and Sectoral Realities in Health Care and Employment
· (Session 3) From Awareness to Action: Strategies for Combatting Ageism
· Closing Session
□ Discussion Topics 
· Exploration of the historical and cultural roots of ageism in Asia and Europe, along with a critical reflection on the need for rights-based responses
· Review of evidence-based approaches and international indicators for measuring ageism and evaluating its impact, particularly in the health care and employment sectors
· Discussion of strategic responses to ageism - including policy measures, education, and intergenerational contact initiatives - and exploration of pathways for Asia–Europe cooperation
□ Participation: On-site and Online (Hybrid)
· Free admission for all 
· Pre-registration for online participation is available through the website 
· The recording of the forum will be uploaded to AGAC’s official YouTube channel after the event
    ※ Official Website: www.asemgac.org
    ※ YouTube: www.youtube.com/@agac7694
For more information on the Forum, please visit the Website at http://www.asemgac.org/.

###

Contact: Sin-a Yi, PR Manager, AGAC (sinaanis2@asemgac.org / 02-6263-9806)
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