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PRESS RELEASE  |  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  |  11 July 2024
AGAC Hosts The 4th ASEM Forum on the Human Rights of Older Persons: Present and Future
 Recommendations from Asian Civil Society and Human Rights Institutions to be Announced

	- Date & Venue: July 16 (Tue.) 9:30 a.m. at Royal Hotel Seoul in a hybrid (Seoul/virtual) format
- Attendees from governments, CSOs, NHRIs, and academia across ASEM partners
- Objectives: 
1. To serve as a platform for discussions and sharing of human rights issues and activities in Southeast Asia
2. To promote collaboration among stakeholders for advancing the human rights of older people



ASEM Global Ageing Center (AGAC), together with the National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK) and the Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Korea, is hosting the 4th ASEM Forum on the Human Rights of Older Persons under the theme of “Civil Society and the Human Rights of Older Persons in Southeast Asia.” AGAC is an international institution dedicated to addressing issues related to the older individuals in ASEM partners and protecting and promoting their human rights. 
Since 2021, the forum has been held annually in Seoul, featuring a diverse array of experts and stakeholders from governments, academia, civil society, and more. It has served as a crucial platform for discussing issues surrounding the human rights of older people in ASEM partners and exploring measures to resolve them.
Over the past three years, the forum has tackled pressing issues such as the protection of the human rights of older persons in emergency situations (2021), the human rights and mental-emotional health of older persons (2022), and ageing in place (2023).
This year, the forum invites leaders and experts from national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and civil society organizations (CSOs) from five Southeast Asian countries (Cambodia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand) to discuss and share their activities and contributions to advancing the human rights of older people. At the conclusion of the forum, each country will present recommendations to ensure that the rights of all older individuals are upheld and respected.
The international community has recognized the human rights of older persons as a key cooperation agenda. The UN, for instance, acknowledges CSOs and NHRIs as crucial partners in protecting older people’s rights and is advocating for a new international convention on the matter.
In 2010, the UN established the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing (UN OEWGA) to strengthen the protection of older persons’ human rights by reviewing existing international frameworks and identifying possible gaps, including the feasibility of new instruments and measures.
Numerous national and international CSOs and NHRIs from UN Member States participate in the OEWGA as observers, strongly advocating for a new international convention to safeguard the human rights of older persons.
The 14th OEWGA session held in May 2024 agreed on the need to adopt a convention on the rights of older persons and to escalate this to the UN General Assembly scheduled for the coming September.
In line with the efforts of the UN and the international community, Asian countries are actively cooperating to address issues related to ageing and the human rights of older persons.
ASEAN Member States have endorsed significant declarations, such as the 2015 Kuala Lumpur Declaration on Ageing: Empowering Older Persons in ASEAN and the 2018 ASEAN Declaration on Strengthening Social Protection, along with an action plan for its implementation.
ASEAN Member States and three Northeast Asian countries (Republic of Korea, People’s Republic of China, Japan) agreed on the ASEAN Plus Three Statement on Active Ageing in 2016.
During the opening of the ASEAN 2023 plenary session, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. of the Philippines emphasized the need for ASEAN to address the challenges of an ageing population, aligning with its tradition of respecting older citizens. He stressed that ASEAN’s objectives and strategies must prioritize the health and well-being of older persons, ensuring their lives are safe, dignified, and conducive to continued productivity.
Dr. HyeKyung Lee, Executive Director of the ASEM Global Ageing Center, stated, “The UN OEWGA, a staunch advocate for a convention on the rights of older people since 2011, decided in May to propose its official adoption at the UN General Assembly in September. This urges the consideration of proactive measures, including legislative actions, to ensure the protection of the human rights of older people.”
She underscored the importance of understanding the rapid ageing process in Asia and the distinct as well as shared challenges and opportunities faced by different countries. Dr. Lee expressed her hope that “this forum will highlight the practices and contributions of Asian countries in addressing older people’s issues from a human rights perspective, fostering future collaborations on an international scale.”  
Notable attendees at the forum include Chairperson Doo-hwan Song of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea and Chairperson Anike Nova Sigiro of the Indonesian National Human Rights Commission. Other key participants will represent the Human Rights Commissions of Malaysia, the Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines, the Cambodian Human Rights Committee, and the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security of Thailand. Civil society organizations will also be well represented, with participation from HelpAge Korea, HelpAge Cambodia, Yayasan Emong Lansia Indonesia, the Coalition of Services of the Elderly (COSE) in the Philippines, the Foundation for Older Persons’ Development (FOPDEV) in Thailand, and the National Council of Social Welfare Organizations of Malaysia.
 ※ Attachment: 1 Web banner, 1 Programme
< The 4th ASEM Forum on the Human Rights of Older Persons: Present and Future>

□ Overview
· Hosts: ASEM Global Ageing Center, National Human Rights Commission of Korea, Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Korea
· Date & Time: 16 JULY 2024, 09:30 a.m. -18:00 p.m. 
· Venue: Royal Hotel Seoul, Grand Ballroom (3F)
· Programme 
· Opening Ceremony & Keynote Speech
· (Session 1) Present and Future of the Human Rights of Older Persons in Southeast Asian Countries 
· (Session 2) Civil Society and the Human Rights of Older Persons in Southeast Asian Countries 
· (Session 3) National Human Rights Commission of Korea, CSO, ASEM Global Ageing Center and the Human Rights of Older Persons
· (Session 4) Recommendations from Southeast Asian Countries
□ Discussion Topics 
· The role of civil society in Southeast Asia in protecting the human rights of older persons 
· Civil Society efforts for collaboration with NHRIs
· Approaches and conditions for the protection and promotion of human rights of older persons and their application in various environments
· Advocacy, policies and partnership for advancing human rights of older persons in Southeast Asia
□ Participation: On-site and Online (Hybrid)
· Free admission for all 
· Pre-registration for online participation is available through the website 
· The recording of the forum will be uploaded to AGAC’s official YouTube channel after the event
    ※ Official Website: www.asemgac.org
    ※ YouTube: www.youtube.com/@agac7694
For more information on the Forum, please visit the Website at http://www.asemgac.org/.

###

Contact: Sin-a Yi, PR Manager, AGAC (sinaanis2@asemgac.org / 02-6263-9806)
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